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He thought it his duty to warn the Queen. Victoria took a
quick decision. That night the first Court ('ireular was issued
to the London newspaper offices. It informed London that
the child was well and whole in every respect. The Court
Circular has continued daily ever since.

The Royal nurseries were set in order. These were the
rooms on the first floor of the north wing of the Palace,
with windows looking over St. James's and the Green Park.
Up to that time the Queen and Albert hud breakfasted daily
in one of them, and had spent much of their time alone in the
other, that being Her Majesty's boudoir. They found a
certain sentimental pleasure in making these the nurseries.
Crude caricatures, aimed at the baby Princess, splashed
the Press. The public were disappoint eel that the child was
not a boy, and their sentiments, as exemplified by the artists,
were coarse if not a trifle ill-humoured. Melbourne, the
elderly Prime Minister, whose fatherly intimacy with the
Queen was so widely known, even to the extent of scandalous
gossip, figured so prominently in most of the caricatures
that he might almost have been the child's father.

One notable drawing showed Melbourne as a Mother Gamp
nurse handing the baby Princess to John Bull. '' I hope the
caudle is to your liking, Mr. Bull," simpers Melbourne.
" It must be quite a treat for you have not hud any for a
long time." John Bull is a little oflhaml. " Well, to tell
you the truth, Mr. Melbourne, I think the caudle the best of
it, for I had hoped for a boy." Another caricature was
labelled, ' Old Servants in New Characters.1 Again Mel-
bourne figured as a decrepit nurse. This time he was leading
a little pony carriage bearing the Royal baby, while the long
legs of Lord John Russell, the postillion, bestrode the tiny
pony. There was, of course, a political flavour in these
drawings, for Melbourne and his gang were regarded in a
faintly sinister light as the Court camarilla.

From a contemporary pamphlet we learn that ' there was
much indefinite rumour on the subject of suckling the
Royal infant, and when it was remembered that the Queen
had herself been nourished in the first few months by that